Source of material The title compound was prepared by adding triphenylphosphoniopropionate, Ph3P(CH2)2CC>2, to a solution of distilled water containing Cu(II)(NC>3)2· Transparent blue crystals of the product were obtained by slow recrystallization from water at room temperature.
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Discussion
Carboxylate anions can coordinate to transition metal centers in many modes as both mono-and bi-dentate ligands and resulting both mono-and di-nuclear complexes [1, 2] . The type of complexes formed depends on the size of the metal ion and carboxilato-briged compounds can be formed with metal-metal interactions [3] . The structure represented by the ORTEP plot * Correspondence author (e-mail: horn@rikkyo.ne.jp) (20% probability ellipsoids) excludes the lattice NO 3- anions and all hydrogen atoms, shows only selected atom labels for simplicity. The molecule is located on the center of symmetry and the coordinates of the atoms with asterisks are equal to -x, -y, -z with respect to the corresponding unique atom coordinates at x, y, z. The copper atoms are in a distorted octahedral coordination with the bridging carboxylato anions coordinating to the metals' equatorial positions, leaving the axial positions for nitrate coordination and Cu-Cu interactions. The respective coordination bond angles are in the ranges 82.7(2)°-105.9(2)° and 165.2(1)°-201.9(2)°. The Cu-Ο carboxylates distances are between 1.965(3) A and 1.989(3) Ä. Cu-Ο nitrate distances are equal to 2.283(6) Λ and the metal atoms interact at the distance of2.738(1) Ä. All the other bond distances and bond angles are in the normal range. 
